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Friends of Rye Nature Center (FRNC) is an independent, not-for-profit organization which 
offers programs to people of all ages and abilities. We encourage conservation, provide 
environmental education, and support our community’s access to nature year-round. 

Our grounds are open daily from dawn until dusk. Come visit! Our three informational 
kiosks can help guide your visit at the playground, quarry, pond, garden, on the trails, 
and more! 
Stop by our visitor center to observe our resident critters or see the inner workings of our 
observation honeybee hive.

Visit ryenaturecenter.org for information on programs, events, opportunities, 
and to sign up for our weekly e-blast newsletter.

Connect

Visitor Center and Office 

Mission

September 2019 - June 2020
Monday - Saturday   9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

T: (914) 967-5150       F: (914) 921-5968        info@ryenaturecenter.org

www.facebook.com/RyeNatureCenter @ryenaturecenter

July - August 2020
Monday - Friday   9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Adult Programs!A ll ewn
Sweet Escapes

Local mini-adventures await you!  Join two of Rye’s outdoor enthusiasts and environmental leaders, Edith Read’s 
Jana Seitz and FRNC’s Christine Siller, and get out and about for a day. Sign-up for one or all four sweet escapes.  
All trips will leave from Rye Nature Center at 8:30 a.m. and be back by 2:45 p.m. RNC will provide transportation to 
all off-site locations.  Adults only.   $40/person.

Long Island Sound 
Kayak Tour 
October 22, 2019
See Rye from a beautiful water 
perspective as we paddle 
the shores of our pristine 
town.  We will chat about the 
history of Rye, explore the 
shoreline, and,  because we are 
good environmental stewards, 
pick up trash as we go.  We 
will give you a dry bag for your 
lunch and supply all other gear 
for a great day of paddling.

Hudson Highlands 
& Mount Taurus 
November 12, 2019
Enjoy the colors of autumn 
from the top of the Hudson 
Highlands. We will hike Mount 
Taurus and get a view of the 
Hudson River that will take 
your breath away.  After, we 
will head to Main Street in 
downtown Cold Spring, take 
a glimpse at the antique 
shops, and sample some of 
the fun lotions and potions at 
the Apothecary. Bring lunch 
and water!  potions at the 
Apothecary.  Bring lunch and 

Winter Wanderlust at 
Harriman State Park
February 4, 2020
It’s not too chilly, just layer it 
up!  Today is the day that your 
fear of the cold is overcome by 
your desire to explore.  We will 
walk off our interior minds as we 
hike some local hills in nearby 
Harriman State Park and see what 
the forests look like under the 
haze of winter.  Hand warmers 
provided.  Bring lunch, drinks, 
and your appetite for pie.  We’ll 
be sure to stop in at the Pie Lady’s 
shop on our way home.

New York Botanical 
Garden & Arthur Avenue 
April Date TBD
Join us and Michael Penziner, 
FRNC volunteer and docent at 
NYBG, for the insiders’ tour of 
the world-famous orchid show. 
We  will enjoy the beauty of these 
flowers, learn why they are so 
special, and then head to Arthur 
Avenue for a delectable lunch, 
coffee,  and pastries.
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Notes on your Bigger Backyard
It’s hard to believe we are back to school with all the newness that it invites.   
For many children, the academic year is when the need to balance structured 
(think inside, screened, fielded) and unstructured hours (read outside, 
active, free) is most important. We are proud and excited to offer all ages 
an opportunity to seize time in “the great outdoors” this year.  As parents, 
we  tend to focus on our children’s time and activities, but FRNC’s recent 
community survey revealed that kids aren’t the only ones who need to get out 
and about.  Adults want out too. In this program guide, you will find new family 
campfire nights;  a mini-adventure series for adults properly entitled, Sweet 
Escapes; Citizen  Science opportunities; and more fun ways to get the whole 
family enjoying nature. 

Making everyone feel like the Rye Nature Center’s 47-acre preserve is a 
great wilderness of fun and exploration is what FRNC does best. Our Forest 
Preschool and Preschool Ecology students benefit from having nearly all 
their class time outside. For elementary and middle school students, we 
offer several forest-based afterschool programs to get children exploring the 
outdoors too. Local students benefit from the way we tie STEM concepts to 
nature on field trips to our 47-acre preserve, in their classrooms, and in our 
mobile exhibit, NatureStation. Our partnerships with local nonprofits and 
community organizations help increase the number of people who have access 
to conservation and environmental education, ensuring no one is left inside. 

As FRNC celebrates the 60th Anniversary of Rye Nature Center this year, we  
take time to reflect on what a privilege it has been to provide nature to this 
community for so many decades. We hope that you will take plenty of time 
to reflect on what it has meant to have a Nature Center in your hometown, 
a refuge and haven right at your doorstep.  Please make sure you mark your 
calendar for Saturday, November 2 for our Founder’s Day Breakfast.  We 
want to celebrate the legacy of Edith Read, our community’s dedication to 
conservation, and the future that only environmental stewardship can ensure.
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Summer Camp Memories for Inner-City Students
2019 marks our twelfth summer for students from the Inner-City Scholarship Fund living in the 
Bronx and Manhattan’s most underserved communities to come to RNC to attend two weeks of 
summer camp, at no cost to their families. These children experience nature firsthand, eat healthy 
food, see wildlife up close, and no matter what, have fun.

Interactive Workshops for Women and Senior Citizens
Women living at the White Plains YWCA have built a beautiful garden at their residence and 
transformed the harvest into pesto, healing salves, and decorative wreaths. Senior citizens remain 
social, active, and engaged while learning about nature and conservation during citizen science 
opportunities.

Service Learning Projects for Disabled Adults and Teens
Adults and teenagers from Cerebral Palsy Westchester, The Arc Westchester, and Harrison          
High School’s Life Skills Class help us maintain our garden, forest, and resident animals. These 
weekly service learning projects provide inclusive education opportunities and a connection to the 
natural world.

STEM Enrichment for Underserved Youth
We visit Port Chester’s Carver Center, the Community Resource Center of Mamaroneck, and the 
Boys & Girls Club of New Rochelle to teach students about recycling and composting, animals,  
life cycles, bees, and other topics that connect science in the classroom with the natural world. 

Program Scholarships for Local Families
FRNC provides local Rye and Westchester families with the financial assistance to enroll 
their children in our camps, preschool programs, and school’s out workshops.
  

Nature for All
NatureStation, our mobile exhibit and classroom, 
helps teach people how to connect with, care for, 
and preserve nature. With this expanded off-site 
programming capability, we can bring hands-on 
ecology lessons to people who are unable to 
interact with nature. In its first year, NatureStation 
visited over 5,000 people throughout Westchester.
 
This mobile unit is available for local fairs and 
community events, as well as visits to local 
schools and classrooms so students can benefit 
from the way we tie STEM concepts to nature. 

For more information contact 
siobhanprout@ryenaturecenter.org.

Nature Station

Nature Access Fund
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Friends of Rye Nature Center partners with several organizations to bring nature to those who otherwise 
would not have environmental education opportunities. Donations to the Nature Access Fund support over 
$100,000 in scholarships and programming including:

Please save    April 24, 2020 
for our annual Nature Access Fund Benefit.

Nature is for everyone – your gift ensures 
that we can bring it to them. To support 
these programs, visit 
ryenaturecenter.org/nature-access-fund.

For information about Nature Access Fund 
Programs, please contact 
allisonrogers@ryenaturecenter.org



Mommy & Me

Ecology Club for Families with Special Needs 

Drop in to this fun-filled hour with your little one. We’ll make crafts, 
meet animals, and learn about the natural world on a short hike. 
       Children must be accompanied by a caregiver. 
              No pre-registration required. 
                   Suggested for ages 18 months to 4 years. 
                     Please come prepared to go outside!

$10/family members, $15/family non-members 
Every Monday except for holidays from 9:45 – 10:45 a.m.

September 7th  

October 19th  

November 9th 

December 7th 

January 25th 

February 22nd   

March 7th 

April 18th 

May 2nd

June 13th

Children with special needs are 
invited to bring a family member or 
caregiver with them to the Nature 
Center to enjoy animal programs, 
hikes, and other fun science and 
sensory adventures.
 
All children must be accompanied 
by a caregiver. 

Ecology Club will be held one 
Saturday per month in the fall and 
spring from 3:30 – 4:30 p.m. There 
is no fee for this program, but pre-
registration is required by the Friday 
prior to class.

For more information about this 
program e-mail 
marygillick@ryenaturecenter.org.

September 14th  

October 19th 

November 9th 

March 7th    

April 18th 

May 2nd 

June 13th 

September: 16, 23

October: 7, 21  

November: 4, 18, 25

December: 2, 9, 16 

January: 6, 13, 27 

February: 3, 10, 24  

March: 2, 9, 16, 23, 30   

April: 13, 20, 27  

May: 4, 11, 18

June: 1 

Fathers (or other caregiver) and children can join us for this fun-filled animal adventure. 
All children must be accompanied by a caregiver. No pre-registration required. 
Suggested for ages 3 to 7. $10/family members, $15/family non-members
Program begins at 9:15 a.m. on the following Saturdays:

Daddy & Me Animal Show
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Friends of Rye Nature Center believes the best way to foster a lifelong connection to nature is by engaging in meaningful outdoor activities 
as a child. Based on the Swiss concept of forest kindergartens, our educational model utilizes experiential, place-based, and student-led 
activities with nature as the primary setting to create an environment for children to grow and succeed. This five-morning program is unlike 
any other program – children will be in an outdoor, natural setting for over 70% of their week, year-round.

Preschool Programs
Forest Preschool

Weekly Preschool Ecology
Preschool students can spend a morning or afternoon exploring nature and learning about ecology through experiential, hands-on fun. We 
use our resident animals to educate classes on animal adaptations, life cycles, and the importance of kindness toward living things. Our pond, 
quarry, trails, and 47-acre property provide an abundance of exciting learning opportunities. Each session is fun, interactive, builds confidence, 
and instills a connection with nature.

Our experienced educators, with backgrounds in ecology, environmental science, and education, create an age-appropriate curriculum 
focusing on science, technology, engineering, art, and math (STEAM). 

Preschoolers who are at least 3.5 years old by the start of the program may enroll in one or more sessions per week. 
Children must bring lunch and wear clothes appropriate for exploring the outdoors. 

Registration Information: 
Registration for the 2020 – 2021 school year will begin on  Wednesday, January 8, 2020. 
Program offerings will be available in early December 2019.

An optional walking component is available for children attending Christ’s Church and Rye Presbyterian Nursery Schools in the afternoon. 

Curriculum Design: 
Our staff creates a dynamic that prioritizes the development of the whole child. 
Our year-long curriculum targets and refines the naturally inquisitive behaviors of 
three-to five-year-olds so that there is a cumulative acquisition of literacy, science, 
technology, engineering, art, and math concepts. Songs, dramatic play, and project 
work (e.g. fort-building, gardening) are also central to each class.

This program runs Monday to Friday from 9:15 a.m. – 12:10 p.m. 
An optional walking component is available for children attending Christ’s Church 
and Rye Presbyterian Nursery Schools in the afternoon. 

An open house will be held on 

Monday, October 28, 
at 10:00 a.m.  
Registration for the 2020 – 2021 school year 
will begin on Friday, November 1, 2019. 
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Weekly Afterschool Programs

Tuesday Dates

Sept: 10, 17, 24 
Oct: 8, 15, 22, 29 
Nov: 12, 19, 26
Dec: 3, 10, 17 
Jan: 7, 14, 21, 28 
Feb: 4, 11, 25
Mar: 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Apr: 14, 21, 28 
May: 5, 12, 19, 26

Thursday Dates

Sept: 12, 19, 26 
Oct: 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, 
Nov: 7, 14, 21
Dec: 5, 12, 19
Jan: 9, 16, 23, 30
Feb: 6, 13, 27
Mar: 12, 19, 26, 
Apr: 2, 16, 23, 30, 
May: 7, 14, 21, 28

Environmental 
Science Club 
5th - 7th Grade
Join FRNC’s Henry Myers for a seasonal exploration of Rye 
Nature Center. Weekly sessions will tackle local environmental 
problems as well as teach students how to become better 
stewards of the earth. Activities will include animal care, 
survival skills, American eel monitoring, box turtle tracking, 
and much more. Pre-registration required. Snacks included!

Forest Kindergarten 
Take the next step in your child’s naturalist education! 
Forest Kindergarten utilizes a place-based philosophy as 
well as student-led activities to promote learning all while 
having fun exploring the forest. Seasonal projects will 
challenge children to get creative with natural materials and 
their surroundings.

Tuesdays from 3:15 - 4:45 p.m. 

Fall Session – 11 Classes 
$440 members, $523 non-members

Winter Session – 11 Classes 
$400 members, $475 non-members

Spring Session – 11 Classes
$440 members, $523 non-members

Wild Outside 
1st and 2nd Grade
This immersive outdoor program challenges participants to 
use their imagination, energy, tools, and teamwork to better 
understand our local woodlands. This program is ideal for our 
former preschool and kindergarten students and any children 
who love to be outdoors!

Wilderness Encounters 
3rd – 4th Grade
Wilderness Encounters is designed to encourage children’s 
connection with the natural world and nurture their 
curiosities. Children will learn to use basic tools, make 
tools out of natural materials, practice wilderness skills 
and foraging basics, and make weekly discoveries in the 
changing forest.

Thursdays from 3:15 - 4:45 p.m. 

Fall Session – 11 Classes 
$440 members, $523 non-members

Winter Session – 11 Classes 
$440 members, $523 non-members

Spring Session – 11 Classes
$440 members, $523 non-members

5th & 6th Grade Tuesdays 
from 3:15 – 4:45 p.m.

7th & 8th Grade Thursdays 
from 3:15 – 4:45 p.m.

Fall Session – 11 Classes 
$275 members, $330 non-members

Winter Session – 11 Classes 
$250 members, $300 non-members

Spring Session – 11 Classes
$275 members, $330 non-members

Children should come dressed for the weather. 
Classes are held entirely outside except during extreme weather, high wind, or thunderstorms.  Prices listed are per child.

Thursdays from 3:15 - 4:45 p.m. 

Fall Session – 11 Classes 
$440 members, $523 non-members

Winter Session – 11 Classes 
$440 members, $523 non-members

Spring Session – 11 Classes
$440 members, $523 non-members
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School’s Out Workshops       and Vacation Camps
When school is closed for a day or a week, our workshops and vacation camps offer time outside and endless possibilities for adventure. 
Workshops and vacation camps are for children in preschool through fifth grade, unless noted otherwise. Children should dress for the 
weather and bring lunch. Pre-registration required. 
$70/child per day members, $80/child per day non-members. See dates below for specific times. 

HONEY: THE ORIGINAL LIQUID GOLD
Monday, September 30th 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Learn about the amazing world of the honey-
bee! From one hard-working queen comes an 
army of sisters and pounds of honey. Children 
will observe the innerworkings of a beehive, 
wear a beekeeper’s protective gear, and taste 
a delicious sample of honey!

DEEP SEA DIVE
Friday, November 1st 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Preschool Only
There’s more to the ocean than meets the 
eye! Creatures lurk so deep below the ocean’s 
surface that not even sunlight can reach them. 
Join us for an exploration of the bioluminescent 
light show, and other adaptions that help sea 
life survive and thrive in total darkness.

DEEP SEA DIVE
Wednesday, November 20th
11:15 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.
Elementary Only
There’s more to the ocean than meets the 
eye! Creatures lurk so deep below the ocean’s 
surface that not even sunlight can reach them. 
Join us for an exploration of the bioluminescent 
light show, and other adaptions that help sea 
life survive and thrive in total darkness.

ANIMAL ELECTIONS
Tuesday, November 5th 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Popcorn the Snake’s term is up! Will one of 
our new friends take their place as Rye Nature 
Center’s animal president or will Popcorn 
be re-elected? Join us this Election Day as 
we learn about animal adaptations and 
create campaign slogans about each animal 
candidate’s special strengths. At the end of the 
day we will vote for the strongest candidate to 
serve as our animal president.

LEGENDS AND LORE OF THE LAND
Monday, November 11th 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Join us as we journey back in time to discover 
how Native Americans used natural resources 
to create tools, build homes, and play games. 
We will search for edible plants, play darts with 
corn cobs, and tell stories with our story stones.

APPLE CIDERING
Tuesday, October 1st 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Every fall, we enjoy the annual apple harvest 
in a variety of ways—FRNC’s favorite is 
crushed, squeezed, and in a cup. Children will 
examine the life cycle of an apple and learn 
how it can be turned into sweet apple cider.  
They will get an up-close look at the cidering 
process as they press their own apple and try 
some tasty cider.

BATS & OWLS
Wednesday, October 9th
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Halloween is just around the corner! Join us 
as we learn all about creatures that only come 
out at night. We will discover how owls and 
bats have adapted to the darkness, dissect 
owl pellets, and experiment with echolocation. 
We will even take a walk in our forest in hopes 
of seeing a Great Horned Owl or Barred Owl 
asleep above. 

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

SNOW PEOPLE
Tuesday, February 18th
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
People have lived in the extreme cold for 
thousands of years. Children will venture out 
to learn how to stay warm in the cold. From 
igloos to snow caves, we will explore how 
to make shelters out of the snow and other 
natural materials.

OUT OF THIS WORLD
Wednesday, February 19th
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Learn about distant stars and where we live 
in the Milky Way Galaxy! Children will be 
challenged to analyze sky charts, learn about 
the elements of space, and create a camp-
wide spaceship.

SUGAR SNOW
Thursday, February 20th 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Join us as we tap a tree and learn the process 
of making sweet maple syrup. After tasting sap 
right from the spile (spigot), children will get 
a chance to visit the maple sugar shed where 
they will see how we turn this sap into syrup 
using the evaporator.

FEBRUARY
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School’s Out Workshops       and Vacation Camps

POLAR SCIENCE
Friday, February 21st
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
What makes magnets push and pull? How 
are they made? How can you use them to 
navigate? Come learn all about the forces of 
magnets, magnetic fields, and magnetic poles 
at this fun-filled workshop.

SCIENCE-PALOOZA
Friday, April 10th
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Put on your lab coats, goggles, and thinking 
caps! We will spend the day testing various 
science experiments and putting your 
chemistry skills to work. Children will learn 
the science behind baking soda and vinegar 
volcanos, Mentos geysers, egg parachutes, 
and more.

THE LITTLE ENGINEER THAT COULD
Friday, March 13th
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Scientists and engineers often look to nature 
for answers. Did you know that Velcro, 
SONAR, and suction cups are just a few of the 
inventions inspired by nature? Children will turn 
to the natural world and see what innovative 
biomimicry creations they can make.

GEOLOGY ROCKS
Monday, April 6th
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Have you ever wondered what’s beneath our 
houses, streets, and forests? Come dig in our 
quarry and discover what makes up our land. 
Children will learn to identify common rocks 
including quartz, mica, feldspar, and gneiss.

No Map, No Match, No Problem!
Friday, May, 1st
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Join us as we learn how to navigate through 
the forest using the sun as a compass, develop 
skills to identify wild edible foods, build 
shelters, make and use natural tools, and light 
a fire without matches. After this workshop a 
night (or even a week) in the woods should be 
a breeze!

JURASSIC PARK
Tuesday, April 7th
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Venture back to when dinosaurs roamed the 
Earth. Children will learn to identify common 
dinosaurs by name and search for clues that 
dinosaurs once ruled Rye!

STEM CHALLENGE
Wednesday, April 8th
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Join us for some team-building fun using 
science, technology, engineering, and 
math on our Con Edison STEM Challenge 
Course. We will learn how a water pump 
works, collaborate with teammates to build 
earthquake-proof structures, and see if we 
can balance the whole group on our whale 
watch, including the teachers!

TREE HOUSES & FAIRY HOUSES
Thursday, April 9th
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Join the tiny house movement! Whether it’s a 
tree house mansion or a fairy house to attract 
fairies to your garden, children will have the 
chance to design and build their very own 
model structure out of natural and recycled 
materials. 

WACKY WEATHER
Monday, March 23rd 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Preschool Only
Hurricanes, tornados, and blizzards, oh my! 
Extreme and wild weather is becoming more 
frequent due to the changing climate. Join us 
as we learn all about what causes this wacky 
weather and how we can prepare for the 
future climate. We will learn about the very 
rare thunder snow, how flooding affects our 
area, and create a tornado in a bottle!

WACKY WEATHER
Wednesday, April 29th 
11:15 a.m. – 3:15 p.m. 
Elementary Only
Hurricanes, tornados, and blizzards, oh my! 
Extreme and wild weather is becoming more 
frequent due to the changing climate. Join us 
as we learn all about what causes this wacky 
weather and how we can prepare for the 
future climate. We will learn about the very 
rare thunder snow, how flooding affects our 
area, and create a tornado in a bottle!

MARCH

APRIL

MAY
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Family and Public      Programs
*All children must be accompanied by an adult unless otherwise noted. Programs generally last between 45 minutes and one hour.
 

HIKE & SEEK FOR 5TH & 6TH GRADERS
Friday, September 13th 
5:00 – 6:30 p.m.
Join the FRNC team as we play a large group 
session of hide and seek in our forest. 
Children will be assigned to a team and work 
together to hide and seek the other group. 
Drop-off program. Pre-registration required. 
$10/child.  

FAMILY CAMPFIRE NIGHT
Friday, September 13th 
6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Help us celebrate RNC’s big 60th! 
Join us for hotdogs, s’mores, and stories 
around the campfire. Pre-registration required. 
$20/family.
 

APPLE CIDERING & FALL HIKE
Saturday, October 12th 
1:00 p.m.
Families will learn about the cidering process 
and have the chance to press apples, sample 
cider, and take a seasonal walk. Suggested for 
ages 4 to 7.
$5/person members, 
$8/person non-members.
 

TWILIGHT OWL HIKE AND S’MORES
Saturday, November 16th 
4:00 p.m.
Join us as the sun goes down and the forest 
comes alive. We will go on a hike in search of 
nocturnal animals waking from their slumber. 
We may even see our Great Horned Owl or 
Barred Owl perching in the pine forest. Hike 
will conclude with roasting s’mores around the 
fire. Suggested for ages 5 and up. 
$5/person members, 
$8/person non-members
 

LIVING OFF THE LAND
Saturday, November 23rd  
1:00 p.m.
Join us for a lesson on how the Woodland 
Indians lived off the land and used materials 
for shelters, tools, hunting, and agriculture. We 
will sample a few foods like cornmeal, squash 
soup, and maple syrup. Suggested for ages      
5 and up.
$5/person members, 
$8/person non-members
 

KAYAK THE BLIND BROOK
Saturday, September 14th 
12:00 – 3:00 p.m.
The moon is full; the tide, high; and the 
weather, cooling. Our 60th Anniversary 
celebration will hit the water as we honor 
the founder of the Rye Nature Center, Edith 
Read.  Co-hosted with Edith Read Wildlife 
Sanctuary, enjoy the beauty of Rye from a 
kayaker’s point of view.  We will launch at the 
Blind Brook at Rye Nature Center and paddle 
our way to the Edith Read Wildlife Sanctuary.  
We will provide the boats, paddles, dry bags, 
life jackets, snacks, and shuttle service back to 
RNC. Limited space. Pre-registration required. 
Children must be 12 years or older and 
accompanied with an adult. 
$25/person.

NATURALIST IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
Saturday, September 14th 
Free Program!
Show your town pride by helping Rye become 
one of New York State’s Community Wildlife 
Habitats™. Your role is to make your property 
more welcoming to wildlife and we can help! 
An FRNC naturalist will visit your property, 
identify weeds and wildlife needs, and offer 
suggestions on making your yard a Certified 
Wildlife Habitat™. Get your neighbors to do it 
too! Pre-registration required. Time slots 
available between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
Contact gennaroferraro@ryenaturecenter.org                    
for more information.   

NATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP DAY
Saturday, September 21st 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Help us clean up the shore of our local brook. 
Contact info@ryenaturecenter.org for more 
information. Pre-registration required. 
Suggested for ages 8 and up.

PUMPKIN CARVING & FALL WALK
Friday, October 25th
4:00 – 5:30 p.m.
Join us for an afternoon of fall fun and search 
our forest for seasonal changes. Program will 
end with a pumpkin carving and a chance to 
create a spooky or silly face! Suggested for 
ages 5 and up. Pre-registration required. 
$10/pumpkin.

SEPTEMBER

OKTOBERFEST
Friday, October 4th 
7:30 – 10:30 p.m.
Adults Only!
Join us for hops, vines, music, and delicious 
food at our annual fundraiser. Must be 21 or 
older to attend. For more information, 
visit ryenaturecenter.org.

FOUNDER’S DAY BREAKFAST
Saturday, November 2nd 
10:00 a.m.
Help us celebrate the 60th Anniversary of 
Rye Nature Center and discuss its rich history. 
Campfire breakfast will be served. 
$10/child, $20/adult.  

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER
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Family and Public      Programs
*All children must be accompanied by an adult unless otherwise noted. Programs generally last between 45 minutes and one hour.
 

TURKEY HIKE
Saturday, November 30th 
1:00 p.m.
Join an FRNC naturalist as we search for local 
turkeys in the forest. Suggested for ages 4 to 7. 
$5/person members, 
$8/person non-members
 

SPRING EQUINOX WALK & BULB PLANTING
Saturday, March 21st 
1:00 p.m.
Join an FRNC naturalist as we explore the forest 
and look for signs of spring’s arrival. End with a 
chance to plant your own bulb to bring home 
and watch grow! Suggested for ages 5 and up. 
$8/person members, 
$10/person non-members
 

Shelter Building
Saturday, March 28th 
1:00 p.m.
Make a teepee or lean-to using only natural 
materials from the forest like tulip bark, oak 
branches, and pine needles. We’ll also learn to 
tie basic knots with natural twine to complete 
our “forts” and hide inside to spy wildlife. 
Suggested for ages 7 and up.  
$5/person members, 
$8/person non-members

CANDLE MAKING WORKSHOP
Saturday, December 14th
1:00 p.m.
Join us as we create wonderful decorations 
for the holiday season. Children and families 
will make their own candles in an assortment 
of colors to light up your upcoming holidays. 
Suggested for ages 5 and up. 
$5/person members, 
$8/person non-members

MISTLETOE MAGIC 
Sunday, December 1st 
12:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Join us downtown to celebrate the start of 
the joyous holiday season.

Old-Fashioned Winter’s Afternoon
Saturday, February, 1st 
12:00 – 3:00 p.m.
A traditional, favorite event in Rye! A log 
sawing contest, fire-roasted marshmallows, 
hikes, maple sugaring, and fun crafts will warm 
everyone up. All ages welcome. 
Punch cards available for purchase.
 

MAPLE SUGARING
Saturday, February 8th and 29th 
1:00 p.m.
Tap a tree the old-fashioned way! Learn how 
maple trees produce sap and get a peek 
at the sugaring process in the Rye Nature 
Center’s sugar shed. Pre-registration required. 
Suggested for ages 5 and up. 
$10/family members, 
$15/family non-members.  
 

FEBRUARY

Build Your Own Nesting Box
Saturday, March 14th 
1:00 p.m. 
The return of spring means the return 
of our feathered friends. Join FRNC and 
build a nesting box for blue jays and 
other common backyard birds. Materials 
provided. Pre-registration required. 
Suggested for ages 5 and up. $15/box.

MARCH

DECEMBER

WINTER WALK
Saturday, January 25th
1:00 p.m.
Put on your scarf, gloves, jacket, and maybe a 
pair of snow boots as we explore local forest 
wildlife in the winter season. We’ll head 
outside to see if we can find any traces of 
animals and learn how to differentiate their 
tracks. Suggested for ages 4 and up.
$5/person members, 
$8/person non-members. 

JANUARY
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Family and Public Programs

ANIMALS THAT LAY EGGS
Saturday, April 25th 
1:00 p.m. 
Visit with some of our resident egg-laying 
animals including snakes, turtles, and birds 
as we discuss their life cycles. Children will 
learn how these animals hatch from eggs and 
change throughout their lives. Suggested for 
ages 3 and up. 
$5/person members, 
$8/person non-members.

HIKE & SEEK FOR 5TH & 6TH GRADERS
Friday, April 17th 
5:00 – 6:30 p.m.
Join the FRNC team as we play a large group 
session of hide and seek in our forest. 
Children will be assigned to a team and work 
together to hide and seek the other group. 
Drop-off program. Pre-registration required. 
$10/child.
 

MAP & COMPASS SCAVENGER HUNT
Saturday, May 16th 
1:00 p.m.
Learn how to use a compass, read a map, and 
go on a scavenger hunt through the woods to 
decode riddles and a secret message. 
Suggested for ages 7 and up
$5/person members, 
$8/person non-members.
 

FAMILY CAMPOUT
Saturday, May 30th (5:00 p.m.) – 
Sunday, May 31st (9:00 a.m.)
Stargazing, campfire stories, roasting 
marshmallows, and falling asleep to the 
sounds of nature are on the agenda. This is 
the perfect way to introduce your family to 
the joys of the camping while there is still a 
Starbucks five minutes down the road. Bring 
your own tent or borrow one of ours. Price 
includes dinner, breakfast, and a guided hike. 
Advanced registration required. This program is 
for members only. Membership may be added 
upon registration. Suggested for ages 5 and up. 
$40/person. 

APRIL MAY

NATURALIST IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
Friday, May 8th   
Free Program!
Show your town pride by helping Rye become 
one of New York State’s Community Wildlife 
Habitats™. Your role is to make your property 
more welcoming to wildlife and we can help! 
An FRNC naturalist will visit your property, 
identify weeds and wildlife needs, and offer 
suggestions on making your yard a Certified 
Wildlife Habitat™. Get your neighbors to do it 
too! Pre-registration required. Time slots 
available between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
Contact gennaroferraro@ryenaturecenter.org 
for more information.   
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Family and Public Programs Citizen Science 
Volunteer Opportunities 

Host your child’s next birthday in “green” fashion! FRNC offers birthday 
parties that are eco-friendly, educational, and, of course, a lot of fun! 
To help make these parties green, and a breeze for you, we provide 
reusable tableware and compostable goods. We even offer eco-friendly 
party favors for an additional fee. 

Choose from a variety of programs for all ages—from animal adven-
tures to scavenger hunts, there’s something for everyone. Price and 
guest limit vary based on party theme. An Environmentalist-level mem-
bership ($100) or higher is required to book a party. Membership may 
be added at booking. If you choose to have your child’s birthday party at 
RNC, leave the balloons behind and step into Rye’s new green fashion. 
Visit ryenaturecenter.org/birthdays for more information.

Green  
Friends of Rye Nature Center! 

Birthday Parties at 

Phenology 

Project Feederwatch 

Begins in September 
Join FRNC and the National Phenology Network’s efforts to 
monitor the impact of climate change on plants. On Thursdays 
during the fall and spring, our team notes various stages in plant 
development. Participants are asked to collect data at least twice 
a month from March-May and September-November. 
For more information, visit https://www.usanpn.org/.

Eel Monitoring 
Begins Early March
Believe it or not, the Blind Brook is home to many of these 
wriggling wonders! Some of the eels born in the Sargasso Sea 
will mature here in Rye. Help the naturalists at FRNC gather data 
about the local population.

Begins in October 
Join FRNC’s feederwatchers and drink coffee while making 
contributions to science! Watch birds at the Nature Center 
feeders from November to April and submit the data to Project 
Feederwatch. For more information about Project Feederwatch 
visit http://feederwatch.org/about/project-overview/.

Pond Watch 
Begins in Late March 
Monitor the five major species of dragonflies that can be found 
in our ponds throughout the year. From first sightings to fall 
migrations, we will observe it all. For more information, 
visit http://www.migratorydragonflypartnership.org. 

Turtle Tracking 
Begins in Late April
Help FRNC staff find and track our resident box turtles! You will 
add to over 30 years of data that has been collected about our 
box turtle population.  

Citizen science is conducted on a volunteer basis by members of the general public. FRNC offers a variety of opportunities for you to learn 
more about plant and animal life while contributing to the scientific community.

Please contact henrymyers@ryenaturecenter.org to learn more about these programs and to sign up to participate.

Please contact kriskarpinia@ryenaturecenter.org to schedule your child’s next birthday party.
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Friends of Rye Nature Center
873 Boston Post Road
Rye, NY 10580
p. 914.967.5150
f. 914.921.5968
info@ryenaturecenter.org
www.ryenaturecenter.org

Our grounds, 
trails, and 
playground are 
open daily from 
dawn until dusk. 

Celebrating 60 Years !
Join the 1959 Legacy Club by making a gift of $1,959. 

Funds raised will help us refresh our animal area 
and visitor center, create new informative signage, 
and complete conservation projects. 
In recognition of your gift, your name will appear 
on a plaque in the visitor center, and you will 
receive two tickets to our Founder's Day Breakfast 
(November 2, 2019) as well as a commemorative 
trucker hat.

Save the Dates

Come visit !

October 4, 2019 
October 28, 2019 

November 1, 2019

November 1, 2019 
November 2, 2019 

November 15, 2019 

January 8, 2020 

January 11, 2020 
January 17, 2020 

February 1, 2020 

March 6, 2020 
March 20, 2020 

April 24, 2020 

Oktoberfest 
Forest Preschool 2020 – 2021 
Open House

Forest Preschool 2020-2021 
Registration Begins 
Fall Birdseed Orders Due
Founder’s Day Breakfast
Fall Birdseed Pickup

Preschool Ecology 
Registration Begins
June Bugs Registration Begins
Summer Camp Registration Begins

Old-Fashioned Winter’s Afternoon 

Winter Birdseed Orders Due
Winter Birdseed Pickup 

Nature Access Fund Benefit 


